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THIS GLOSSY LIFE

Gwendolyn Masin
Concert violinist

“A fourth-generation classical musician, I come from a family of violinists, 
violists and pianists. I was born in Amsterdam and am of Dutch, Czech 
and Hungarian descent. My family moved to Dublin from Holland in the 
1980s. I’m an enthusiast with numerous interests – music is the thing that 
glues them together. The variety that my career offers me is something I  
really appreciate. 

“I’m based in Bern, Switzerland, and travel three to six months every year. 
So far this year I’ve played in Obwalden, Lucerne, and Zurich and I’m looking 
forward to concerts in Turkey, Hungary, Germany and Italy. At the moment, 
I’m practising for upcoming solo performances with a Hungarian chamber 
orchestra, where I have an artist residency.

“Having at least one other language is essential for the niche, yet global, 
world of classical music. I speak five languages. At home I speak English with 
my Swiss-German husband and son. 

“Within Europe, I travel by train as the rail networks are so good. My most 
precious cargo is my violin which belonged to my father, Ronald, former 
concert master of the Amsterdam Philharmonic orchestra. He gave it to 
me when I was twelve and I’ve played it ever since. My Gordge violin case 
is usually stuffed with things. I collect bows; depending on the pieces I’m 
playing, I’ll take a few with me when I travel.

“Packing depends on my mindset – if I feel well prepared for the work 
ahead, I pack quickly. For concerts, I tend to wear black, well-cut dresses or 
trousers, nothing too restrictive. When I’m concerned about the reception of 
my work, I find myself trying on everything in my wardrobe, the floor a sea of 
sequins, velvet and mismatched socks. I haven’t worn shoes on stage for more 
than 20 years, so that makes packing slightly easier.

“I am drawn to smaller labels and sustainable designers, often sourced on 
my travels. I recently bought a few pieces from South African label Erre; when 
in Dublin I often shop at Costume [Castle Market, Dublin 2]. Jewellery is a 
passion and I accessorise with Alexis Bittar’s fun pieces. 

“I return to Ireland up to ten times a year, synchronising performance 
opportunities with family time. I’ll be in Dublin this summer for the National 
Concert Hall’s International Master Course (July 29–August 3) of which I am 
founder and artistic director. I created this course because I want to be part 
of Ireland’s bright musical future and give back some of the opportunities 
Ireland has given me.” @gwendolynmasin

My Zurich
“Anywhere near water is my preferred spot to be, 
so I make a beeline for Barfussbar in Zurich – an 
original Art Nouveau swimming pool. I recommend 
Hotel Widder as a stylish base. For coffee, La Stanza 
and Nude cafés are my go-tos. Other haunts include 
Milchbar for brunch, Vineria Centrale for an aperitivo 
and Ristorante Italia for dinner. As for shops: The New 
New is great for pre-loved clothing; Vestibule for Isabel 
Marant; Freitag for sustainable fashion and accessories. 
The GAIA Music Festival is a must-visit (from April 
26-May 4) – as its artistic director, I’m biased. It features 
over 40 musicians in ten concerts and conceptually 
driven events with an interesting repertoire.”
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Hotel Widder

IN MY VANITY CASE: 

SPF50, skincare 

basics from Uriage, 

SkinCeuticals CE Ferulic 

vitamin C serum and 

hand creams from 

Aesop and Neutrogena. I 

wouldn’t be without MAC, 

Charlotte Tilbury and 

Pat McGrath make-up, 

Anastasia Beverly Hills 

Brow Wiz and Blistex lip 

balm. I can’t go anywhere 

without La Mer facial 

mist. IN TRANSIT: I wear 

separates from Swiss 

label Pfeffer Verbeek and 

carry a bespoke travel 

bag created by Swiss 

artisan Fiona Losinger, 

with my laptop, iPad and 

other essentials stored 

inside. I listen to music, 

read scores or learn  

new pieces. 

1. Black Terena dress, Isabel Marant, ¤750;  
www.costumedublin.ie. 2. Skinceuticals CE Ferulic 

Serum, ¤147; www.dpharmacy.ie. 3. Gold plated Solanges 
Post earrings, Alexis Bittar, ¤645; www.harrods.com.  

4. La Mer Revitalising Facial Mist, ¤95; www.arnotts.ie. 
5. Aesop Aromatique hand balm, ¤25; www.flannels.ie.
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Shelly Corkery 
Fashion Buying Director at Brown Thomas

“Business travel is a constant in my role as Fashion Buying Director at Brown Thomas, 
where I oversee all fashion and accessories. I travel six to seven months of the year, 
attending biannual fashion weeks in London, Paris, Milan, Copenhagen, and New 
York. The purpose of these trips is to explore emerging trends as well as meeting 
designers and brands. It’s also important for me to visit other department stores, 
including Bon Marché and Printemps in Paris, and Selfridges, London, to see their 
brand mix and edit. At Brown Thomas we are always working on getting the balance 
right between prices, sizes and offering; my role is as much about mathematics as 
style, and not overspending on the budget for each brand. 

“Over the years, I have made close friends and colleagues in different cities – 
meeting with them regularly to share a love of fashion, culture and retail is energising. 
Retail for me is about being precise, fair and transparent in business dealings and 
prioritising my time on developing brand relationships.

“I enjoy visiting new designer collections in exquisite showrooms and ateliers 
in Paris and Milan and bringing their identity and vision back to Brown Thomas, 
where we strive to give customers the very best luxury retail experience. Each season 
we bring designers to our stores so customers can meet and engage with them. 
Organising these events is a rewarding part of my role. 

“When it comes to packing, planning for every sort of occasion is essential. I 
don’t travel light, usually taking a couple of Rimowa suitcases. Long days demand 
energy and positivity, and my wardrobe becomes an essential ally in staying vibrant. 
Depending on the meetings and shows I am attending, I wear a mix of my favourite 
pieces with a representation of the brands. SS24 season collections from Prada, 
The Row and Courrèges have been some of my favourites this season. I’m always 
prepared with some extras – a black dress from Prada, Saint Laurent heels and a chic 
evening bag from Bottega or Celine. Sometimes an invitation arrives when you least 
expect it – you never know when Dolce & Gabbana will invite you to La Scala! It pays 
to be prepared ‒ time does not allow for fashion emergencies!” @shelly.corkery

my Paris
“I lived in Paris for a year when I was 18 and adore its different 
quartiers and diversity. On private visits, I stay at the Hotel 
Costes, Hôtel Le Meurice, or the exquisite Plaza Athéneé on 
avenue Montaigne. When I am at the shows, I get up early for a 
walk in the Tuileries Gardens. I always book a blow-dry at Jean 
Louis David on rue du Bac: it’s an instant pick-me-up. Some of 
my favourite fashion memories have been of the magical Saint 
Laurent shows beside the Eiffel Tower and the Chanel shows 
at the Grand Palais, where the scenography is so inspiring, 
as is the people watching. Favourite restaurants include Lou 
Lou, Da Rocco, Pink Mama and L’Avenue, a fashion crowd 
favourite. If my schedule allows, I adore browsing the vintage 
markets at Marché des Puces de St-Ouen.” 

Les TuileriesHôtel Le Meurice

How do four women tackle business travel? 
Penny McCormick gets the scoop on their suitcases

This Glossy Life
travelling in style

PACKING TIPS: I travel with a large or 

medium Rimowa case and a small case 

just for shoes. I pack my clothes in tissue 

paper, and use individual bags for shoes 

and belts. White shirts and T-shirts from 

Balenciaga, black pencil skirts, and a 

vintage leather bomber jacket from 

Prada or Versace which looks good with 

jeans or an LBD. My knee-high black 

Khaite boots work with many outfits. I 

add colour with accessories such as my 

blue Loewe Puzzle bag. IN TRANSIT: 

Slouchy denims from Frame or Nili Lotan 

with a cashmere scarf from Dior or 

Louis Vuitton, and an oversized trapeze 

coat from Saint Laurent or The Row. 

I wear Hermès Day trainers or loafers 

from Prada or Celine. In winter, my 

Hermès riding boots are comfortable. 

IN MY VANITY CASE: Essentials include 

Charlotte Tilbury’s Magic Cream, Victoria 

Beckham’s San Ysidro Drive fragrance, 

Dior foundation and an Hermès lipstick. 

1. Blue Puzzle Bag, Loewe, ¤2,600; www.brownthomas.com. 
2. Anna jeans, ¤545; www.brownthomas.com. 3. San Ysidro 

Drive perfume, ¤290; www.victoriabeckhambeauty.com.  
4. Black Day trainers, ¤1,050; www.hermes.com.
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